[A case of HTLV-I associated myelopathy with abnormal patchy MRI lesions in the spinal cord].
We report a case of HTLV-I associated myelopathy (HAM) with a spinal cord MRI showing abnormal multifocal and patchy lesions. A 50-year-old woman suffering from progressive paraparesis was admitted to our hospital. HTLV-I antibodies in the serum and CSF were positive, and a diagnosis of HAM was made. Her T2 weighted spinal cord MRI showed scattered areas of high signal intensity from the cervical to the thoracic cord. The lesions were enhanced with gadolinium-DTPA on T1 weighted imaging. Atrophy of the thoracic cord has been reported in many patients with HAM. In rare cases, T2 weighed thoracic cord MRI showed diffuse high signal intensity. The pattern of high signal intensity in our case, however, was multifocal and patchy, thus differing from the findings of previous reports. And we believe this is the first such report. This case suggests that the MRI of HAM patient may show multifocal and scattered lesions in the spinal cord.